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WE  REACH  THE  FIRST  PLATEAU  1 1 

The  Numismatic  Literary  Guild  has  attained  one  of  its  initial  goals  by  the  accept- 
ance of  experts  such  as  yourself.  The  editors  of  every  major  coin  publication  now  own 
lifetime  cards.  Curators  of  prominent  numismatic  museums  and  divisions  are  represented 
and  free  lance  writers  of  repute  are  your  compatriots.  Specialists  in  many  phases  of  our 
hobby  are  also  on  the  roster  and  the  outlook  for  the  Guild  is  bright.  Goal  number  two: 
fifty  charter  members  of  the  A.N.A.  convention  is  very  close  and  the  problem  may  be  try- 
ing to  retain  a close  knit  group,  rather  than  seeking  to  close  our  charter  listing.  We 
are  about  to  enter  another  phase  of  development.  An  informal  meeting  at  the  San  Diego 
get-together  is  being  arranged  and  out  of  it -the  answers  to  organizational  progress. 

The  enthusiastic  support  of  the  Guild's  members  indicate  the  most  prominent  reason 
for  joining  is  the  opportunity  to  get  acquainted  with  fellow  craftsmen.  This  spirit  may 
be  the  most  vital  one  in  the  Guild.  From  it,  a better  rapport  and  cooperation  will  grow. 
Let  us  not  lose  sight  of  another  aim:  to  give  recognition  for  interesting,  well  re- 
searched and  easy  to  read  numismatic  endeavor.  A committee  must  be  formed  to  select 
articles,  stories  and  general  coin  lore  meriting  inclusion  in  a list  for  members  to  vote 
on.  This  committee  will  be  formed  at  the  A.N.A.  convention. 

* * * 

ASSOCIATE  MEMBERS 

All  regular  N.L.G.  members  may  nomin- 
ate one  individual  for  associate  member- 
ship. The  associate  should  be  someone  who 
is  a valuable  aide.  Family  membership  is 
preferred  but  not  a mandatory  require- 
ment. All  associate  members  receive  a 
photo  color  card  which  is  automatically 
renewable  each  year  unless  the  lifetime 
member  requests  otherwise.  No  charges  are 
involved.  Recent  additions  to  the  N.L.G. 
associate  member  roster  include  Jean 
Gould,  Faye  Rochette  and  Doris  McClung. 

* * * 

GUILD  MEMBERSHIPS  OPEN 

Although  charter  memberships  are 
practically  closed,  the  roster  remains 
open  for  regular  members.  N.L.G.  members 
may  sponsor  one  applicant  per  year  for 

lifetime  status.  Need  an  application? 

* * * 

INTERESTED  IN  MEXICO? 

The  Benjamin  Betts  paperback  "Mexi- 
can Imperial  Coinage"  has  been  reprinted 
in  a limited  quantity  by  the  Organiza- 
tion of  International  Numismatists.  Only 


1,000  printed.  The  book  is  available  from 
O.I.N. , P.  0.  Box  2377,  Sepulveda,  Calif- 
ornia 91343.  Price,  $2.00.  A copy  now 
rests  in  the  Guild's  library,  courtesy  of 

the  O.I.N.  reprint  committee. 

* * * 

IN  BOX  10039 

A recent  letter  from  Jerome  Remick  was 
replete  with  concrete  suggestions  for  im- 
provement of  the  Guild.  His  clear  views 
and  ideas  are  presented  with  a sincere 
thanks  for  taking  time  and  effort  to  aid 
the  Guild  in  its  efforts  to  represent  its 
members. 

"Why  not  list  research  projects  so  mem- 
bers can  help  each  other?  . . . books  pro- 
duced by  members  can  be  sold  to  each  other 
at  cost  and  personally  autographed.  Ori- 
ginal charter  members  can  be  designated  by 
CM  before  their  name  ...  a brief  para- 
graph about  members  in  each  bulletin  . . ." 

Remick  followed  his  words  with  action 
and  now  any  N.L.G.  member  may  order  one 
copy  of  each  of  his  books  at  cost  from  him. 
Cat.  of  Irish  Coins  (1928-1 968) $ .70 
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Cat.  of  Dominican  Republic $ .70 

Cat.  of  Jamaican  Coins 70 

Cat.  of  British  Commonwealth 2.70 


Retail  prices  on  the  first  3 are  $1.50 
and  $4.50  for  the  last.  Order  from  Jerome 
Remick,  Box  I83,  Quebec,  10-P.Q.,  Canada. 

* * * 

BECKER  ACCEPTS  P.  R.  POST 

Thomas  Becker,  popular  Assistant  Direc- 
tor of  the  Detroit  National  Bank's  Money- 
Museum,  will  aid  the  Guild  in  its  point  of 
contact  with  the  general  numismatic  fra- 
ternity. Tom  agreed  to  be  the  Guild's 
Public  Relations  Officer  and  will  soon  be 
in  touch  with  editors.  Any  help  given  him 
will  be  appreciated.  News  releases  con- 
cerning member  activities  should  be  for- 
warded to  Thomas  Becker,  611  Woodward  Ave. , 
Money  Museum,  National  Bank  of  Detroit, 
Detroit,  Michigan  48232. 

* * * 

CATALOG  OF  CZECHOSLOVAKIAN  COINS 

ARTIA,  Czechoslovakian  Foreign  trade 
Corp. , has  forwarded  one  of  their  infor- 
mative catalogs  to  the  Guild.  This  offi- 
cial agency  handles  the  sales  of  coins 
abroad  and  has  produced  a fine  and  very 
interesting  survey  of  their  coinage.  M. 
Rothova,  Sales  Manager,  is  primarily  in- 
terested in  selling  their  coins  but  we 
assume  Guild  members  may  ask  for  the 
brochure  from  his  organization.  The  list- 
ing of  coins  is  accompanied  by  photographs 
and  detailed  descriptions  of  the  coin  and 
what  was  commemorated.  Oddly  enough,  no 
prices  are  visible  but  a secondary  price 
list  is  available  on  request.  Contact 
ARTIA,  Foreign  Trade  Corp.,  Ve  Smeckach 
30,  Praha  1,  P.  0.  B.  790,  Czechoslova- 
kia. Attention:  M.  Rothova. 

* * * 

AN  APTITUDE  TEST 

The  Famous  Writers  School  of  Westport, 
Conn,  offers  a correspondence  course.  Their 
original  brochure  includes  an  aptitude  test. 
Section  one  follows : "The  sentence  is  in- 
correctly phrased.  Revise  it  to  read  cor- 
rectly: 

1.  On  opening  the  envelope,  a short 
article  was  found  by  the  editor. 

2.  Having  finished  his  speech,  we  be- 
gan to  ask  the  author  questions. 

3.  While  on  a visit  to  Europe,  the  edi- 
torial office  closed  for  a week. 

Section  two  offers  wordy  sentences  and 
the  student  reduces  it  to  the  basic  con- 
text. Section  three  asks  for  word  images. 
"Strong  as",  "Weak  as",  "Gentle  as",  etc. 


(Now  tell  the  truth;  did  you  use  cliches 
or  were  you  creative?)  Test  No.  4 offers 
a short  story  with  deleted  words  and  the 
reader  is  tested  for  his  feeling  for  word. 
Test  No.  5 determines  the  reader's  writ- 
ing preference.  If  the  course  is  as  inter- 
esting as  the  test,  the  school  offers  a 
lot  to  potential  writers.  One  thought  - - 

is  the  "School  of  Experience"  obsolete? 

* * * 

AN  INTRODUCTION  TO  6 N.L.G.  MEMBERS 

Due  to  space  limitations,  the  primary 
classification  will  be  given.  Other  mem- 
bers will  be  presented  in  future  editions. 
(Alphabetical  order). 

Carl  Allenbaugh 

Carl  is  a free-lance  writer  who  has 
made  his  numismatic  mark  in  our  hobby  with 
some  superb  writing  in  the  fine  Krause 
publications.  His  list  of  credits  is  very 
long  and  those  who  enjoy  poetry  and  color 
in  their  writing  will  treasure  Allenbaugh' s 
work.  The  term  "poetry"  was  not  used  as 
an  adjective  for  Carl's  true  love  is  in 
that  field. 

Clement  Bailey 

"Clem"  is  probably  seeing  his  full 
name  in  print  and  wincing.  This  fun-lov- 
ing journalist  is  employed  by  Krause  pub- 
lications and  is  the  editorial  consultant 
for  Numismatic  News  and  Coins  Magazine. 
Anyone  who  knows  Clem,  realizes  his  crisp 
brand  of  humor,  his  to-the-point  column 
in  N.N.  and  his  general  awareness  of  the 
hobby.  Clem  calls  'em  as  he  sees  'em  and 
his  honest  comments  prove  he  is  the  "Will 
Rogers"  of  Numismatics.  His  specialty  is 
a rare  one.  Ask  him  about  the  "Chiquita 
Banana"  labels. 

Thomas  Becker 

You  name  the  numismatist  publication 
and  chances  are  the  name  Thomas  Becker  has 
been  by-lined  over  a fascinating  article. 
Tom  is  the  Assistant  Director  of  the  Money 
Museum  in  the  National  Bank  of  Detroit.  He 
belongs  to  enough  numismatic  organizations 
to  fill  his  wallet  with  the  prestige  cards 
of  our  hobby.  His  specialty  is  medallic 
art  and  he  has  an  avid  interest  in  world 
commemoratives . Minting  methods  intrigue 
him  and  we  suspect  his  new  book  due  in 
August  will  illustrate  that  involvement. 
The  title  is  "The  Money  Makers".  Tom  has 
agreed  to  help  all  of  us  by  assuming  the 
position  of  Director  of  N.L.G.  Public  Re- 
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lations.  Send  your  publicity  data  to  him. 

Q.  David  Bowers 

Columnist  and  author,  Q.  David  Bowers  has 
distinguished  himself  with  his  many  columns. 
Coin  World  readers  have  long  respected  his 
astute  and  interesting  numismatic  awareness. 
He  has  written  the  extremely  enjoyable  book, 
"Coins  and  Collectors"  and  the  numismatic 
treasure,  "U.  S.  Half  Cents  — 1793-1857". 
Bowers  is  a specialist  in  U.  S.  and  British 
coins.  His  Maundy  money  articles  are  excep- 
tional! 

Kenneth  Bressett 

Managing  editor  of  the  Coin  Supply  Di- 
vision of  Whitman  Publishing  Company  . . . 
this  basic  title  is  but  one  indication  of 
the  versatility  of  Ken.  He  has  been  coor- 
dinator of  the  panel  of  contributors  to  the 
"Guide  Book  of  U.  S.  Coins",  the  handbook 
of  U.  S.  coins  and  the  "Standard  Catalogue 
of  Canadian  Coins  and  Paper  Money".  He  is 
author  of  the  "Guide  Book  of  English  Coins" 
and  has  written  more  articles  than  can  be 
listed.  Bressett  is  currently  the  Managing 
Editor  of  the  "Whitman  Numismatic  Journal", 
Incidentally,  this  distinguished  member  of 
^N.L.G.  is  a life  member  in  the  A.N.A.  and 
C.N.A.  In  1966  he  served  on  the  Assay  Com- 
mission. The  "E."  middle  initial  must  stand 
for  "Expert". 

Vernon  Brown 

The  list  of  organizations  that  Vernon 
Brown  belongs  to  is  a list  of  the  finest. 
Brown  has  been  more  than  a member;  he  has 
been  on  the  A.N.A.  board,  A.N.S.  committee, 
N.Y.N.C.,  president,  and  officer  and  active 
participant  in  many  other  numismatic  groups . 
Former  curator  in  the  Chase  Manhattan  Bank 
Money  Museum  and  involved  in  research  and 
writing  while  with  the  Coin  and  Currency 
Institute.  His  articles  have  been  seen  in 
the  "Book  of  Knowledge",  the  Encyclopedia 
Americana,  and  the  Numismatist. 

* * * 

KRAUSE  PUBLICATIONS  EXPANDS 

The  first  new  issue  of  the  COIN  COLLECTOR 
and  SHOPPER  was  released  on  May  1st.  It  com- 
bined the  features  of  its  predecessors,  "The 
Coin  Collector"  and  the  "Coin  Shopper". 

N.L.G.  members  Arlie  Slabaugh  and  Maurice 
Gould  were  among  the  familiar  names  author- 
ing columns.  Cliff  Mishler  and  Clem  Bailey 
display  their  editorial  craft  and  have  pro- 
duced an  excellent  addition  to  the  world  of 
numismatic  publications.  Guild  readers  are 




familiar  with  other  Krause  publications 
such  as  the  pioneer  tabloid.  Numismatic 
News,  Coins  Magazine,  and  a recent  addi- 
tion, "Coin  Prices",  the  four-times-a- 

year  price  guide. 

* * * 

SPECIAL  ISSUE  BOWSt 
COINage  Magazine  by  Behn-Miller  Pub- 
lications has  released  a special  one- 
time magazine.  In  keeping  with  the  cur- 
rent interest  in  silver,  this  special  is- 
sue — with  full  color  cover  — is  head- 
lined "NEW  SILVER  COIN  BOOM".  While  a 
number  of  the  articles  have  been  produced 
in  regular  COINage  issues,  the  over-all 
look  into  the  silver  story  is  comprehen- 
sive and  new  to  the  coin  arena.  Several 
formulas  are  of  special  interest  to  those 
who  keep  records  of  silver  developments. 
COINage  also  produces  a YEARBOOK.  The 
third  such  publication,  dated  1 969 • will 
appear  in  January. 

* * * 

THE  "NEW"  NUMISMATIC  SCRAPBOOK 
Dated  May  25th,  and  known  as  the  "Lee 
Hewitt  issue",  the  familiar  and  beloved 
"Numismatic  Scrapbook"  made  an  auspicious 
debut.  Using  the  term  "debut"  for  the 
387th  issue  of  the  publication  seems  out 
of  the  ordinary,  but  for  the  one  or  two 
members  who  are  not  aware  of  it,  the 
Scrapbook  is  now  being  published  by  the 
Sidney  Printing  and  Publishing  Company. 
Russell  Rulau,  "World  Coins"  editor,  is 
assuming  the  editorial  post.  Courtney 
Coffing  joins  him  as  executive  editor. 

Russ  may  be  interested  in  some  of  the 
comments  heard  at  a Southern  California 
coin  club.  The  members  were  unanimous  in 
their  praise  but  a few  wondered  about  the 
change  in  stock.  They  agreed  it  was  easy 
on  the  eyes  and  the  photos  were  beauti- 
fully reproduced.  Congratulations  on  a 
highly  successful  and  very  smooth  transi- 
tion. Lee  Hewitt,  N.L.G. , is  listed  on 
the  mast  head  as  Founding  Editor.  He  will 
remain  active  with  his  special  Hewitt 
Pub.  releases. 

* * * 

THE  MEDALS  OF  KARL  GOETZ 
Gunter  Kienast,  N.L.G.  has  donated  a 
copy  of  his  classic  book,  "The  Medals  of 
Karl  Goetz"  to  our  library.  The  book  of- 
fers 284  pages  of  medallic  information 
and  is  a "must"  for  every  writer  and  col- 
lector who  cherishes  information  and  de- 
tailed research.  The  book  is  also  an  ex- 
ample of  fine  printing  from  its  gold  em- 
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bossed  portrait  of  Goetz  on  the  cover  through 
the  ivory  color  pages  replete  with  quality 
photographs.  All  in  all,  an  exceptional  addi- 
tion to  our  library. 

* * * 

HOW  TO  MAIL  A MANUSCRIPT 

Editors  receive  manuscripts  that  have  been 
packaged  in  every  conceivable  manner.  One  sure 
indication  of  a professional  is  the  care  tak- 
en to  forward  a manuscript.  There  is  no  exact 
procedure  universally  accepted,  but  the  three 
basic  methods  are  to  mail  in  a large  envelope 
with  cardboard  protector,  with  a single  fold, 
or  folded  into  thirds.  The  latter  is  almost 
exclusively  for  very  short  articles.  If  pho- 
tos are  enclosed,  make  sure  the  envelope  is 
adequately  stamped  "Photographs  — Do  Not 
Bend". 

All  articles  should  be  accompanied  by  a 
self  addressed  envelope  and  postage  for  this 
purpose.  Even  if  the  editor  accepts  the  ar- 
ticle, he  may  use  your  envelope  to  mail  the 
manuscript  back  to  you  for  revisions.  Many 
writers  enclose  a smaller  envelope  with  their 
story;  others  fold  a large  envelope  and  en- 
close it  with  the  original  package.  Probab- 
ly the  most  important  step  is  to  type  every- 
thing in  duplicate  ...  or  triplicate.  If  the 
story  is  lost  in  the  mail  or  the  editor  calls 
to  ask  you  about  a point,  the  extra  copy  will 
come  in  handy.  Even  if  the  article  is  sold  im- 
mediately, it  is  nice  to  check  against  the 
printed  story  to  see  just  how  much  the  edi- 
tor deleted,  changed  — or  added. 

* * * 

A VERT  BIG  THANK  YOU  t ! 

Funding  procedures  have  been  explained  in 
the  previous  newsletter.  We  hope  to  receive 
original  roughs  of  manuscripts  which  have 
been  printed.  These  autographed  copies  bear- 
ing corrections  and  with  tear  sheets  of  the 
final  article  will  be  auctioned.  The  money 
raised  should  pay  the  minimal  overhead  of  the 
Numismatic  Literary  Guild.  Thus  far  originals 
have  arrived  from  Ray  Manville,  East  Coast 
columnist,  Carl  Allenbaugh  who  has  donated 
several  articles  seen  in  recent  issue  of 
"Coins",  and  we  have  promises  of  more  from 
many  of  our  members. 

Until  enough  arrive  to  merit  advertising 
them,  the  Guild  is  operating  in  a limited 
manner.  Paul  ftynearson,  expert  on  Ancients, 
forwarded  a check  for  modem  day  cash  to 
assist  us.  Ray  Byrne,  "Mr.  Nice  Guy"  in 
everyone* s book  also  donated  a handsome  sum. 
This  is  NOT  a request  for  cash  donations  from 
our  membership  . . merely  a chance  to  say 
"thank  you"  to  some  VERY  cooperative  people. 

* * * 


CAN  YOU  HELP? 

This  column  is  devoted  to  the  request 
of  Guild  members  for  hard-to-locate  nu-  M 
mismatic  information.  Your  requests  andsf* 
answers  are  solicitated. 

About  a year  ago,  the  lady  who  posed 
for  the  Standing  Liberty  Quarter  appeared 
on  T.V.  Her  appearance  created  quite  a 
stir.  The  "once  Miss  Dora  Doscher"  has 
disappeared  and  now  one  of  our  members 
wants  an  interview.  Anyone  know  where 
she  is  or  her  present  name? 

"Not geld"  coins  have  been  written 
about  in  depth  but  there  seems  to  be 
very  little  about  the  paper  money  of 
1 921-1 925.  All  the  literature  we  have 
seen  is  written  in  German.  Have  you  any 
"readable"  information  available? 

Everyone  knows  about  the  fine  Dottie 
Dow  book.  Is  there  anything  that  pre- 
ceded it?  The  elongated  coins  appear  to 
be  coming  into  the  limelight  again. 

— Send  answers  to  Guild.  — 

* * * 

BARGAINS  ! 1 

The  Publishers  Central  Bureau  is  a 
commercial  enterprise  offering  publisher 
closeouts  at  reductions  up  to  83$  from 
list.  Of  interest  to  Guild  members  are 
the  following: 

No.  8645  — Coin  Dictionary  & Guide. 
Chamberlain  & Reinfeld.  List  $3.  95. 
Price  $1 .00. 

No.  6123  — The  Dictionary  Library.  (14 
dictionaries  in  one).  928  pages;  an 
encyclopedia  of  dictionaries.  $3.  95 
No.  6129  — "Coins  Through  The  Ages".  L. 
Brown.  103  photos.  Coins  from  700  B.C. 
to  date.  List  $3-95*  Price  $1.00. 

No.  2055  — Esar*s  Comic  Dictionary.  Evan 
Esar  quips,  epigrams,  puns,  comic 
proverbs  and  10,000  entries  for  the 
speaker  and  writer.  List  $4.95.  Price 
$1.98. 

No.  6915  — Coin  Collecting  — Masters  & 
Reinfeld.  Pub.  $3.95*  Price  $1.00. 

Ask  for  their  catalogs  of  hundreds  (or 
is  it  thousands?)  of  listings. 

Publishers  Central  Bureau 
33-20  Hunters  Point  Ave. 

Long  Island  City,  N.Y.  11101 
* * * 

WRITING  NUMBERS 

Professor  Roger  Jones,  Northwestern 
University,  has  authored  the  "Basic  Writ- 
ing Guide"  used  by  the  Data-Guide  Quick 
Charts.  These  are  charts  covering  every 
conceivable  subject  in  a compact  and  easy 
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to  look  at  manner.  Stationery  stores  have  them. 
They  are  on  plastic  and  created  for  a quick  re- 
view. 

One  of  the  problems  many  numismatic  writers 
face  is  the  accepted  manner  of  writing  numerals. 
Some  of  Professor  Jones’  rules  follow: 

"Use  figures  for  money,  $10,  10  cents.  Spell 
out  indefinite  sums  of  money  such  as  'He 
earned  a little  over  a hundred  dollars'.  The 
dollar  sign  should  be  placed  before  each 
amount  in  a series  of  dollar  amounts.  The 
coin  prices  ranged  from  $35  - $40.  Spell  out 
cents  for  amounts  under  one  dollar.  'The 
circulated  cent  sold  for  60  cents* 

* * * 

COLUMN  BY--  CHARLES  R.  HOSKINS.  Director  of 
Money  Museum,  National  Bank  of  Detroit 

Detroit  Money  Museum  - - - 

CURATOR'S  NOTEBOOK 

(Editor's  Note:  The  money  museums  and  mone- 
tary history  departments  of  museums  throughout 
the  world  play  an  important  role  in  numismatics 
by  exposing  the  public  to  the  fascinations  of 
our  science.  This  column  is  intended  to  give  us 
insight  into  the  daily  operations  of  the  Money 
Museum  of  National  Bank  of  Detroit  and  similar 
institutions  elsewhere). 

On  a warm  spring  day  a year  ago  a slight 
elderly  lady  who  had  spend  fifteen  minutes  or 
so  in  the  Money  Museum  asked  to  see  the  museum 
director.  As  I approached  her,  she  fumbled 
through  her  packetbook  and  after  a few  seconds 
brought  a tightly  folded,  soiled  note  which  she 
immediately  buried  in  the  palm  of  her  hand. 

"Are  you  the  head  of  the  museum?"  she  asked 
with  a heavy  accent.  I assured  her  that  I was. 

"Why  don't  you  show  any  paper  money  from 
Serbia?"  Her  manner  was  almost  indignant.  I ex- 
plained to  her  that  the  paper  money  exhibit  was 
merely  representative,  and  that  we  could  display 
notes  from  a very  few  nations  in  the  space  al- 
lowed. 

"O.K. ,"  she  said,  "I'm  giving  you  this  note 
from  Serbia  to  display.  I was  born  there,  and  it 
was  an  important  country.  You  should  have  it  in 
the  museum."  She  pressed  the  crumpled  note  into 
my  hand. 

The  Money  Museum,  like  most  other  museums  in 
the  United  States  does  not  accept  "strings  at- 
tached" donations  ...  especially  if  the  donor 
insists  that  the  donated  material  be  exhibited. 
Acceptance  of  such  donations  will  eventually 
force  the  museum  staff  to  use  valuable  space  to 
exhibit  such  "must  display"  items,  and  eventual- 
ly, as  the  number  of  such  commitments  grows,  the 
staff  will  find  that  it  cannot  remove  exhibits 
to  make  space  for  more  timely  and  interesting 


displays. 

I expressed  appreciation  for  her  of- 
fer and  thanked  her  for  her  interest  in 
the  museum,  but  I explained  to  her  why 
we  could  not  accept  her  gift  if  we  had 
to  place  it  on  permanent  exhibit. 

"Uh  huh,  politics!"  she  charged,  then 
retrieved  the  note  and  turned  about, 
haughtily  marching  from  the  museum. 

This  case,  although  more  extreme  than 
most,  typifies  the  problems  which  fre- 
quently arise  when  people  offer  to  do- 
nate material  to  the  museum  collection. 

Few  people  not  associated  with  museums 
are  aware  that: 

(1)  Museums  frequently  decline  mater- 
ial offered  because  it  will  merely  con- 
sume precious  storage  space; 

(2)  That  a museum  may  have  genuine  need 
for  material  offered  as  a donation  even 
though  it  is  not  displayed  for  months  or 
years ; 

(3)  That  a museum  staff  cannot  accept 
gifts  if  the  items  must  be  exhibited,  or 
the  staff  will  lose  the  needed  freedom 

to  use  or  not  use  material  as  it  sees  fit 
in  developing  exhibits;  and 

(4)  That  the  cost  in  time  and  money 
of  inventorying  a small  donation  fre- 
quently is  several  times  the  value  of 
the  gift. 

In  February,  1 963  > a young  Cub  Scout 
touring  the  museum  noticed  that  we  did 
not  yet  have  a 1963  Roosevelt  dime  on 
display.  Checking  his  change,  he  found 
a shiny  one  and  gave  it  to  our  reception- 
ist to  complete  our  collection.  The  coin 
was  less  than  uncirculated.  Value  of  the 
donation:  ten  cents.  Labor  and  material 
costs  of  inventorying  the  dime:  about 
three  dollars!  How  can  this  be  explained 
to  a young  boy? 

These  are  typical  of  the  situations 
faced  by  museum  staff  members  asked  to 
accept  donations  from  the  public.  As 
rude  as  it  may  seem,  a museum  must  li- 
terally look  every  gift  horse  in  the 
mouth,  or  it  will  suffer  serious  conse- 
quences in  future  years. 

— Charles  R.  Hoskins. 

* * * 

A WRITER'S  LOT 

A writer  faces: 
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DESPERATION 
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LETTER  FROM  MAURICE  GOULD 

The  Whys  and  Wherefores  of  Becoming  A Syndicated  Coin  Columnist 

For  many  years  I had  been  writing  articles  off  and  on  for 
the  various  coin  publications  and  occasionally  for  New  England 
papers.  In  the  1960's,  I wrote  a regular  weekly  coin  column  for 
the  Boston  Sunday  Herald  and  after  writing  this  column  for  a 
couple  of  years,  I thought  I might  branch  out  to  other  papers, 
as  coin  collecting  was  extremely  popular  at  this  time  and  more  and 
more  people  were  asking  for  numismatic  information. 

One  of  my  closest  friends  was  associated  with  one  of  the  Bos- 
ton newspapers,  and  I discussed  the  matter  with  him.  He  said  a 
formal  presentation  should  be  made  and  I gave  him  my  background, 
especially  in  writing,  some  of  my  better  columns,  art  work  of 
the  few  books  I had  written,  etc.  As  we  wanted  to  get  this  all 
done  as  reasonably  as  possible  and  still  be  a professional  job, 
it  took  probably  six  months  before  everything  was  prepared  and 
then  a mailing  was  sent  to  all  syndicates  in  the  United  States. 

I received  a number  of  replies,  some  of  them  encouraging,  as 
they  thought  they  might  do  something  with  a coin  column  in  the 
future,  but  it  looked  as  though  nothing  would  really  materialize 
at  this  time,  but  much  to  my  surprise  one  evening,  I received  a 
person-to-person  call  from  George  Little,  the  dynamic  President 
of  the  General  Features  Syndicate  of  New  York  City.  He  had  been 
thinking  of  a coin  column  for  quite  a while,  had  quite  a number 
of  applicants,  but  he  said  he  liked  my  style  and  to  send  him 
down  another  half  dozen  fresh  columns  and  that  he  would  call  me 
again. 

He  liked  the  material  I sent  him  and  after  half  a dozen  lo;v 
telephone  conversations,  he  told  me  he  was  sending  me  the  con- 
tracts and  this  was  without  getting  to  New  York  to  meet  him  in 
person.  I was  very  pleased  as  some  very  prominent  numismatists 
and  authors  had  also  applied  for  the  writing  job. 

I have  worked  very  well  with  General  Features  for  several 
years  and  due  to  George  Little's  illness,  they  have  been  absorbed 
and  are  an  affiliate  of  the  Los  Angeles  Times  Syndicate,  and  this 
happened  only  a couple  of  weeks  after  I moved  here  from  the  East. 

Believe  it  or  not,  while  writing  this  article  I received  a 
call  from  the  manager  of  the  Syndicate,  asking  me  to  write  a sep- 
arate weekly  column  for  the  Los  Angeles  Sunday  Times,  one  of  the 
country's  largest  newspapers  in  circulation,  called  "The  Coin 
Corner.'* 

With  the  interest  in  coins  picking  up  and  the  great  interest 
of  the  public  in  silver,  gold,  and  numismatic  material  as  well, 

I believe  more  newspapers  will  be  looking  for  columnists  and  there 
are  still  many  opportunities  for  one  to  break  in.  If  you  are  in- 
terested in  this  field,  do  not  procrastinate.  Timing  is  important 
and  you  may  just  submit  something  at  the  right  time,  to  the  right 
person,  and  then  you  will  be  in. 

I consider  myself  fortunate  to  have  hit  the  proper  time,  with 
the  right  company.  And  I know  the  element  of  chance  entered  into 
it  and  the  cards  were  stacked  in  my  direction. 

— Maurice  Gould 
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